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2006 to 2022
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2006: The Beginning

• We started as the Triangle Usability 

Professionals Association

• We incorporated as a non-profit in NC in August 

2006

• Founded by Rick Cecil and Abe Crystal

• We had one cocktail hour, and one event UX In 

the Real World panel at GSK
Rick Cecil

Abe Crystal
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2007: Year 1

• Abe Crystal was President

- Jackson Fox was VP of Programs

- Peter Warren was VP of Membership

• There was a lot of social activity that year! 

• We had over seven cocktail hours, social hours, 

and ”beverage user interfaces” (BUIs)

• We had eight lunch meetings, including some 

with topics

• We had over 17 events in total that year!

Abe Crystal
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2008: Year 2

• Carl Turner was President

- Noel Fiser was Treasurer

- Mark Andrews was Web Manager

- Mona Singh and Beck Tench were Program 

Directors

- James Gartrell was Membership Director

- Julia Kulla-Mader was Newsletter Editor

• We had 10 events

• We had two full-day workshops with Deborah 

Mayhew and Todd Zaki Warfel
Carl Turner
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2009: Year 3

• Rebekah Sedaca was President

- Randy Carter was Treasurer

- Don Sugar was VP Community Programs

- Nathan Huening and Kim Chang were VP 

Marketing and Communications

- Laura Blanchard was VP Membership 

- Abe Crystal was VP Professional Development

- Evan Carroll and Katrina Lee were VP Social 

Programs

- Jackson Fox was VP Technology

• We had 25 events!

• Speakers included Edward Tufte, Dan Brown, Jim 

Kalbach, Matthew Cornell, David Malouf, Christian 

Rohrer, Todd Wilkens, and Ginny Redish!

Rebekah Sedaca
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2010: Year 4

• Don Sugar was President

- Todd Barlow was Treasurer

- Katrina Lee and Jacob Geib-Rosch were 

Community Programs

- Kim Chang was Marketing and Communications

- Laura Blanchard was Membership 

- Evan Carroll was Professional Development

- Randy Carter was Social Programs

- Susan Teague-Rector was Technology

• Webinars took off.  We had 10 live webinars!

• We had 18 events

• Speakers included Leah Buley, Naomi Glasscock, 

Terri Brooks, and Janey Barnes

Don Sugar
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2011: Year 5

• Mona Singh was President

- Don Sugar was Treasurer

- Richard Phelps and Jacob Geib-Rosch were 

Community Programs

- Dorian Van Gorder was Marketing and 

Communications

- Laura Blanchard was Membership 

- Teri Brooks and Leslie Tudor were Professional 

Development

- Evan Carroll was Social Programs

- Katrina Lee was Technology

• We had 11 live webinars

• We had 26 events

• Speakers included Margot Bloomstein, James Lester, 

Neel Murarka, Noah Iliinsky, Andrew Hinton, and 

Josh Clark

Mona Singh
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2012: Year 6

• Richard Phelps was President

- Don Sugar was Treasurer

- Andrew Wirtanen and Adam Rogers were 

Events

- Dorian Van Gorder and Cindy McCracken were 

Marketing and Communications

- Mona Singh was Membership 

- Jacob Geib-Rosch was Social Programs

• We finally moved off Club Express!

• We had 10 webinars

• We had 22 events

• The Book Club kicked off!

• Speakers included Josh Clark, Jeff Gothelf, Karen 

McGrane, Tomer Sharon

Richard Phelps
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2013: Year 7

• Andrew Wirtanen was President

- Don Sugar was Treasurer

- Richard Phelps was Membership 

- Khaliah Cothran, Jess Gerber, Tim Swezy, and 

Kate Williamson were Events

- Ginger Aycock and Dorian Van Gorder were 

Marketing and Communications

- Jacob Geib-Rosch was Social Programs

• We had 8 webinars

• We had 26 events

• We had 10 Book Club meetings in Raleigh and 

Durham 

• Speakers included Jonathan Smiley, Mona Singh, 

and Cory Lebson

Andrew Wirtanen
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2014: Year 8

• Jake Geib-Rosch was President

- Richard Phelps was Treasurer

- Andrew Wirtanen was Professional Events

- Don Sugar was Community Events

- Ginger Aycock was Marketing and 

Communications

- Rick Evans was Membership

- Glenwood Morris was Student Memberships

- NC Nwoko was Book Club

- Khaliah Cothran and Brian Hall were Webinars

- Kate Williamson was Social Media

- Keith Huestis was Mentorships

• We had 10 webinars

• We had 25 events

• Speakers included Nicole Fenton, Amanda 

Stockwell, Heather Young,  and Whitney 

Quesenbery

Jake Geib-Rosch
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2015/2016: Year 9

• Rick Evans was President

- Richard Phelps was Treasurer

- Susan Tacker was Membership

- Guiseppe Getto and La Tosca Goodwin were Student 

Memberships

- Andrew Wirtanen was Professional Events

- Glenwood Morris and Michelle Chin were Community 

Events

- Julie Grundy was Marketing and Communications

- Mark Molander was Book Club

- Khaliah Cothran and Beth Fowler were Webinars

- NC Nwoko was Volunteer Coordinator

- We moved to summer Executive Council renewals, so all 

these folks served 18 months

• We had 15 webinars (over 18 months)

• We had 51 events (over 18 months)

• Speakers included Kevin Hoffman, Jen Downs, Abby Covert, 

Val Head, Rebecca Horton, Wren Lanier, Jeff Patton, and 

Everett McKay

Rick Evans
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2016/2017: Year 10
• Susan Tacker was President

- Rajiv Ramarajan was Treasurer

- Julie Grundy was Memberships and 

Sponsorships

- Chad Haefele was Student Memberships

- Andrew Wirtanen and Claire Eager were

Professional Events

- Michelle Chin and Mark Molander were

Community Events

- NC Nwoko and Joe Bond were Book Clubs

- Beth Fowler and Julie Radford were Webinars

- La Tosca Goodwin was Mentorships

- Don Sugar was Marketing and Communications

- Heather Young was Social Media

• 5 webinars

• 22 events

• Speakers included Susan Weinschenk, Tom Greever, 

Cory Lebson, and Donna Lichaw

Susan Tacker
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2017/2018: Year 11

• Julie Grundy was President

- Rajiv Ramarajan was Treasurer

- Lauren Hirsch was Memberships and Sponsorships

- Shaade Oliveros-Tavares Student Memberships

- Andrew Wirtanen and Joe Bond were Professional 

Events

- Michelle Chin and Mary Fran Thompson were

Community Events

- Willamina O’Keeffe and Nate Andrews were Book 

Club

- Beth Fowler was Webinars

- Evan Huntley was Mentorships

- Bendte Fagge was Marketing and Communications

- Heather Young was Social Media

• 5 webinars

• 19 events

• Speakers included Susan Weinshenk, Brett Harned, Jim 

Kalbach

Julie Grundy Butz
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2018/2019: Year 12
• Bendte Fagge was President

- Don Sugar was Treasurer

- Lauren Hirsch was Memberships and Sponsorships

- Shaade Oliveros-Tavares  and Willamina O’Keeffe 

were Student Memberships

- Andrew Wirtanen & Joe Bond were Professional 

Events

- Amy Lai & Steve Gordon were Community Events

- Laurel Foote-Hudson was Book Clubs

- Beth Fowler was Webinars

- Michelle Chin was Mentorships

- Audrey Bryson was Marketing and 

Communications

- Heather Young was Social Media

• 5 webinars

• 15 events

• Speakers included Dan Klyn, Everett McKay, Tom 

Greever

Bendte Fagge
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2019/2020: Year 13

• Audrey Bryson was President

- Don Sugar was Treasurer

- Sabrina Lonigro was Memberships and 

Sponsorships

- Jonathan Callahan was Student Memberships

- Michelle Chin was Professional Events

- Amy Lai and Steve Gordon were Community 

Events

- kevin l. schultz was Book Clubs

- Beth Fowler was Webinars

- Katrina Powell was Marketing and 

Communications

- Heather Young was Social Media

• COVID-19 hits March 2020! All events go virtual!

• 3 webinars

• 9 events

• Speakers included Guthrie Weinschenk, Susan 

Weinshenk

Audrey Bryson
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2020/2021: Year 14

• Audrey Bryson was President

- Don Sugar was Treasurer

- Alison Kilburn Cronheim was Memberships and 

Sponsorships

- Mary Luong was Student Memberships

- Katie Martin was Professional Events

- Ioan Opris was Community Events

- Beth Sherman was Webinars

- Katrina Powell was Marketing and 

Communications

- Heather Young was Social Media

• 4 webinars

• 15 events

• Speakers included Matt Rae, Tim Rosenberg, Justin 

Dauer, Curt Arledge, Chris Davis, Will Ryan, Miranda 

Capra

Audrey Bryson
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2021/2022: Year 15

• Jake Geib-Rosch is President

- Don Sugar was Treasurer

- Alison Kilburn Cronheim was Memberships and 

Sponsorships

- La Tosca Goodwin was Student Memberships

- Katie Martin was Professional Events & 

Community Events

- Rachel Lubbers was Book Clubs

- Beth Sherman was Webinars

- Andrew Rogers was Mentorships

- Audrey Bryson was Marketing and 

Communications

- Brent Homan was Social Media

• 3 webinars

• 15 events

• Speakers include Adam Nahirnyj, Cory Lebson, 

Cennydd Bowles, Julie Froelich, Mags Hanley, Jamal 

Cromity, Amanda Stockwell, Leslie Carter, Ingrid 

Towey

Jake Geib-Rosch
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2021/2022: Year 16

• Don Sugar is President

- Krystina Docil is Treasurer

- Lindsey Cartner is Secretary 

- Audrey Bryson is Memberships and 

Sponsorships

- Ana Ramirez is Student and transitional 

Memberships

- Dmitry Golovsky & Amrut Dagade are 

Professional & Community Events

- Rachel Lubbers is Book Club

- Beth Sherman is Webinars

- Andy Rogers is Mentorships

- Audrey Bryson is Marketing and 

Communications

- Brent Homan is Social Media

- Ginger Poole is UX For Social Impact
Brent Homan

Krystina Docil Lindsey Cartner Audrey Bryson

Ana Ramirez Dmitry Golovsky Amrut Degade Rachael Lubbers

Beth Sherman Andy Rogers

Don Sugar

Ginger Poole



Send your photos!

https://www.flickr.com/groups/triupa/pool/
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https://www.flickr.com/groups/triupa/pool/


Our look has changed a lot since 2007!  See web.archive.org.

20

http://web.archive.org
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2014…
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2016…
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Happy 16th Birthday 
Triangle UXPA!

Photo Credit

https://unsplash.com/search/balloon?photo=Z-4kOr93RCI

